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The first stereoselective total synthesis of the natural product (+)-dodoneine is described involving a
Crimmins aldol reaction and a Horner–Wadsworth–Emmons olefination as the key steps.
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a,b-Unsaturated c- and d-lactone motif-containing molecules
continue to attract the attention of medicinal and organic chemists
due to their interesting biological properties.1 Our own interest in
the synthesis of biologically active molecules has led to the total
synthesis of several lactone-containing natural products and other
analogues.2 Recently, the dihydropyranone (R)-6-[(S)-2-hydroxy-
4-(4-hydroxyphenyl)butyl]-5,6-dihydropyran-2-one 1 was iso-
lated from the methanolic extract of a hemiplant parasite, Tapinan-
thus dodoneifolius DC Danser (known as African mistletoe) found on
a sheanut tree in Loumbila, West Africa.3 T. dodoneifolius is known
to be used as a remedy to treat cardiovascular and respiratory dis-
eases, and also for cholera, diarrhoea, stomach ache and wounds.4

The structure of the dihydropyranone 1 was determined from
spectroscopic and X-ray crystallographic analysis of the camphor-
sulfonate derivative of dodoneine. Compound 1 was found to exhi-
bit relaxation effects on preconstricted rat aortic rings with an IC50

value of 81.4 ± 0.9 lM.3 Even though, dodoneine can be extracted
in good amounts, to date there is no total synthesis of this mole-
cule. Intrigued by the therapeutic properties associated with T.
dodoneifolius, in particular by dodoneine, and in continuation of
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our interest in the total synthesis of biologically active a,b-unsatu-
rated lactone-containing molecules, we chose to synthesize
dodoneine. Herein, we report the first total synthesis of (+)-
dodoneine.

Retrosynthetic analysis revealed an intermediate 2 which can
be synthesized by Horner–Wadsworth–Emmons olefination of
the aldehyde obtained by reaction of 3 with DIBAL-H. The two
asymmetric centre in compound 3 were realized from double
Crimmins aldol reaction starting from the aldehyde 5, which in
turn can be obtained from commercially available 4-hydroxybenz-
aldehyde (Scheme 1).

Thus, our synthesis started with 2C-Witting homologation of
4-hydroxybenzaldehyde 6 with (carboethoxymethylene)triphenyl-
phosphorane and protection of the resulting product with TBSCl to
yield TBS ether 7. The compound 7 was treated with LiAlH4 and
oxidized with PCC to afford aldehyde 5 in 86% overall yield. The
aldehyde 5 was treated with (S)-1-(4-benzyl-2-thioxothiazolidin-
3-yl)ethanone5 in the presence of titanium chloride using the
Crimmins protocol6 to give the easily separable diastereomers of
b-hydroxy amide (having the required stereochemistry for the
O
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Table 1

Entry Acid, solvent, conditions Yieldb of 1 + 13 (%) Ratio of 1:13

1 PTSA, MeOH, 12 h, rta —
2 PPTS, MeOH, 12 h, rta —
3 PTSA, MeOH, 1 h reflux 80 25/75
4 PPTS, MeOH, 2 h, reflux 85 30/70
5 3 M HCl, THF (1:1), 3 h, rt 70 70/30
6 3 M HCl, THF (1:1), 18 h, rt 70 20/80

a Only TBS deprotection was observed even after 12 h.
b Isolated combined yield.
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major syn product 8 along with the undesired minor anti product
8a (Scheme 2).7

The hydroxyl group in 8 was protected to give TBS ether 4,
which was then treated with DIBAL-H to yield aldehyde 9 in 93%
yield. The aldehyde 9 was subjected to the Crimmins aldol reaction
with (S)-1-(4-benzyl-2-thioxothiazolidin-3-yl)ethanone following
the earlier protocol to afford the easily separable diastereomers
10 and 10a.

At this stage, based on the prior results of aldol reaction, we
proceeded further with the polar major 1,3-diol expecting it to
be the required 1,3-syn diol. The required geometry was also real-
ized at the later stage by comparing the synthesized target mole-
cule 1 with the natural product. The free hydroxyl group in
compound 10 was masked with MOMCl to yield MOM ether 3.
The amide 3 was treated with DIBAL-H to provide aldehyde 11
which was further subjected to a Horner–Wadsworth–Emmons
olefination reaction employing bis(2,2,2-trifluoromethyl)(methoxy
carbonylmethyl)phosphonate8 to give the cis-olefinic ester 2
(Scheme 3).

With cis-olefinic ester 2 in hand, we proceeded further with the
one-pot global deprotection of the silyl and MOM groups and
simultaneous cyclization of the ester and alcohol functionalities
with an acid catalyst to give the target product 1 (Scheme 4). In
this end, we started with a catalytic amount of PTSA in methanol
and observed the formation of a significant amount of bicyclic
lactone 13 which was presumably due to the involvement of the
C7-hydroxyl group in the Michael addition reaction.9 However,
after careful investigation (see Table 1) with other acids such as
PPTS and 3 mol % HCl solution with respect to time and tempera-
ture, we found that 3 mol % HCl solution was the best in terms of
yield of the required target. The spectral properties of synthetic
target 110 were compared with the natural product and found to
be similar.

In conclusion, we have achieved the stereoselective total
synthesis of the natural product (+)-dodoneine 1 starting
from 4-hydroxybenzaldehyde employing a Horner–Wadsworth–
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Emmons olefination and Crimmins aldol approach as the key steps
to obtain the required stereochemistry of the target molecule in
twelve steps with an overall yield of 14.7%. Application of this
strategy to obtain other isomers for evaluation of their biological
properties is currently being investigated.
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